CHAPTER   II
THE PRODUCTIVE FORCES

WHAT are productive forces ? How do they come into
existence and how do they develop ? Are they really
the last, or rather the first cause, the primary agency
in the economic development of mankind and therewith,
according to Historical Materialism, of all history ?
Productive forces are the forces employed in economic
production by man, the fertile qualities of the soil, the
special properties of metals, the mechanical and chemical
forces of nature, solar heat, steam power, electricity, as
well as the forces of animals and of man himself.1
1 The term " productive force " seems to have been used for the first
time by Francois Dupin in his work Situation progressive des forces produc-
tives de la France, published in 1827, It was the German economist,
Friedrich List, who introduced it into the terminology of economic science.
Cf. Charles Gide and Charles Rist, Hisioire des doctrines iconomiques
(5th ed., Paris, 1926), p. 235 n. Like many similar terms, it gives only an
approximate idea of what is meant by it. The question arises whether the
intellectual forces of man belong to the productive forces or not. We do
not see how they can well be excluded, considering that they are the sole
forces which play an active part in the process of economic production.
Yet, for this very reason, their mode of operation being different from that
of all other forces, it would be difficult to include them in the same category.
Maxx and his followers do not seem to have paid much attention to this
important question. Marx certainly did not include them among the pro-
ductive forces mentioned in his theses, for in this case he would have had
to change the latter entirely, and the whole theory would have crumbled.
He and his adherents relegate all intellectual activities to the <f ideological
superstructure ".
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